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Zirbel Dairy Farms, LLC
Mike & Sandi Zirbel & Family
Farm of the quarter

In 2012, the Zirbel Farmstead will be celebrating its

100th anniversary. As part of the celebration of this
milestone, they will be hosting the Brown County
" Breakfast on the Farm event.

The farm started back in 1912, by Mike’s great
grandfather. The farm was passed down through the
years eventually to Mike’s parents, Gerhold and LaVerne,
and in 1980, Mike and Sandi took over the farm, which
they now operate with their children. Mike and Sandi
started with 80 cows back in the early 80’s and have increased their herd throughout the years. By the
end of this year, they hope to be up to about 725 milking cows. They have also increased their acreage
throughout the years. When they took over the farm, they had about 360 acres. Today they run about
1260 acres in the Shirley area, where they plant corn and alfalfa, which is all used for forage.

Mike & Sandi’s family plays an integral part in their operation. Their daughter and son-in-law, Chelsea
and Kris Scheider, and son Jordan, work full time on the farm. Their son, Noah, also works part-time on
the farm. In addition, they employ five full time and 3 part time workers.

Over the past 2 years, the Zirbel farm has undergone a transformation. With the addition of Chelsea, Kris
and Jordan working full time since 2005, it was clear that an expansion was in order. Early in 2007, they
began making changes.

First, an upgrade to the double 12 right angle parlor was done. Equipment and stalls were modernized
and cow traffic areas were streamlined.

Next, an addition to the existing freestall, a modern hospital/maternity area and finally, a 424 ft. freestall
were added, to house the milk cows.

Mike and Sandi have 2 grandchildren, Owen and
Olivia. In his spare time, Mike enjoys hunting and
fishing. Sandi is active in church music and
enjoys both crewing and piloting hot air balloons.
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